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Interview Transcript 
Erix Infante (EI): My name is Erix Infante. I will be the interviewer today. We- it is 
October 25th, 2017, and we are on the fourth floor of the Dunbar Library. And today 
we are interviewing to see what a typical day is like in the life of a Wright State 
student. And so, today I have the pleasure of interviewing… 
Joe Griffith (JG): My name is Joe Griffith. 
EI: Nice, Joe. What program are you in here? 
JG: I am a second-year grad student but first-year in Public History. 
EI: Very nice. Why did you make the switch? 
JG: Honestly, because there are no jobs in teaching. [both laugh] 
EI: We have been advised about that, yeah, and I can understand that. So, I guess, you 
can choose, whatever your first day of classes were like at Wright State, if you want 
to choose thesis or if you want to choose Public History or whatever you’d like. 
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JG: Well, I technically had like three first days, then, because I did my first year of 
undergrad here. 
EI: Oh, okay, great. 
JG: So…I’m going to do my first year of grad school. So, show up at 9:00 a.m., 
uh…class with Dr. Winkler. It’s Presidential Decisions in International Crisis. Bright 
and early, got my first exposure to a graduate seminar. Kind of intimidating at first, 
but over the course of the next several weeks, I kind of got…found my groove. Just 
kind of like….people…kind of just showing up and being like, “Wow, these people 
are a lot smarter than I am. What the heck is going on?” [laughs] 
EI: I felt literally the exact same way. I was terrified my first day of class, especially last 
year. My gosh, it was rough. It was a rough one. Um, so, so far, what has been your 
favorite thing about Wright State? 
JG: Uh, kind of the flexibility of schedule, because I work part-time in Cedarville, Ohio. 
So, being able to work there, and still have class in the evenings, so it’s kind of like, I 
can still fit everything in I need to, at the pace I need to, sort of thing. 
EI: Okay, great, no, yeah, that’s definitely a plus about campus. What do you want to do 
after you graduate? 
JG: I want to work in archives, like either preservation or reference. Kind of like…I like 
working with people, but I also like handling….kind of like…the artifact aspect of it 
all. Kind of like, when I was doing research at the thesis track, I was working with 
archives, and I just kind of like the hands-on aspect of archival work. 
EI: Very nice. You have like… Do you want to stay local? Do you care to go anywhere 
in particular or…? 
JG: Um… Ideally, I’d like to stay in Ohio. Like, I grew up in the area, so that’d be kind 
of cool. But ultimately, I’ll go wherever the job takes me.  
EI: Yes, money will make you go anywhere, right? 
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JG: Exactly. 
EI: Um, so why did you choose Wright State, I guess, for thesis and/or Public History? 
JG: Um, again, I’m a local. I grew up just down Fairfield Road. So, kind of, I’ve always 
been kind of in the area of Wright State. My dad did his MBA here in the ‘80s. But, I 
did my first year of undergrad here. I did my last three at Cedarville University. They 
don’t have a Public History program, so it’s kind of like…access, locality, and kind 
of like affordability as well. 
EI: Very nice, yeah, I mean, you hit the nail on the head there. That’s a good reason why, 
to go here. Um, so, what is your typical day like here at Wright State? 
JG: Um, I have one class a night, like three nights a week. So, I just kind of, I show up, I 
go through class, and I basically just check out. [both laugh] 
EI: That sounds pretty typical to my last year. Um, so, so far, out of the classes that 
you’ve had, what is your favorite class? I know you don’t have many to pick from.  
JG: Um, the one I’ve interacted in the most is probably Intro to Public History with Drew 
Swanson, mostly because he just kind of like…I may… I’m a thinker, so, it’s kind of 
like the whole philosophy of Public History, seemed like kind of appealing to me. But 
I’ve also liked the, kind of, hands-on aspect of our other courses that we’ve had. 
EI: Very cool. That was a rough class for me. I got…[laughs] I would have a lot of times 
where I was just like, “Uhh…?” stumbling around there. Um, so, what is your least 
favorite thing about Wright State? 
JG: Parking. [both laugh] 
EI: Number one choice for everyone else we’ve interviewed, yes.  
JG: Parking. Definitely parking.  
EI: And, what did you do this morning? 
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JG: Uh, I got up at a quarter to six and went to work.  
EI: And what did you eat for breakfast? 
JG: Um, at work, I had a cup of coffee and a double-chocolate muffin.  
EI: Very nice, that’s good. Well, thank you very much, and I appreciate you sitting down 
with me. 
JG: Not a problem. Thank you. 
